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Abstract  

Characterization of asymptomatic KHV carriers may help 

understand virus transmission and storage. Such information 

allows farmers to minimize KHV on farms where this virus is 

present, also in common carp (Cyprinus carpio) monocultures. As 

asymptomatic KHV carriers, freshwater mollusks from the 

Unionidae family (swan mussels, Anodonta cygnea) and 

crustaceans from the Gammaridae family (scud, Gammarus pulex) 

were studied because of their unique method of feeding by 

accumulating bacterial and viral particles. The KHV genome was 

detected by nested PCR and confirmed by PCR recognizing the KHV 

glycoprotein gene in ORF 56 (KHV-U). Both PCR and nested PCR, 

which recognize the KHV thymidine kinase gene, always produced 

negative results in the swan mussels and scud samples. 
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